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Fei Xiaotong’ s Thought of “No Litigation” and Social

Governance at the Grass—roots Level in China
BAO Lufang

Abstract “No Litigation” embodies the ancient sages’ ideas of social governance and pursuit of ideal
social relations. In his book From the Soil Mr. Fei Xiaotong regards it as one of the basic social
characteristics of rural China. The pursuit of harmony and resolving conflicts at the grass—roots level has been
a consistent cultural feature of Chinese society. Along with 100 years of dramatic social changes Chinese
social governance continues to unfold along this main line. Especially since the new era from the central to

” in the traditional Chinese rural society has been

the local level the positive factor of “No Litigation”
re—examined and absorbed. The construction of a “community without litigation” has become an innovation
of grass —roots social governance in the context of urban —rural integration by combining the traditional
Chinese concept of “No Litigation” with modern community governance expanding social participation and

creating a community that is co—built jointly governed and enjoyed together.
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