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FRIEND, AS A VERB

A common lament in pieces about “kids these days and their
social whatsawhozits” is “when did friend become a verb?” The
answer is: Sometime in the 1400s, if not earlier. In the earliest
examples of the verb friend from the OED, it just means "to make
friends." You could go to a place, and friend some people there.
It also had the meaning of helping someone out, being a friend
to them, e.g.,, "“Reports came that the King would friend

Lauderdale,” an example from 1698.



SEFERARIHRGE, IEARSERIR, “friend (BATFR) AR
1RZERENE 7?7 " BEE: AT 14 1S, Friend ManaRIGIFE&ER
HIE (FRTMEFH) 1, FTr KPR . REUE—Mt75,
ABERIAIZARR. Friend BEHEEIFIA, RAKRRIER, a0 1698
FH—MIF, "BiREREESFBISEAR"

UNFRIEND

If you could friend someone, it was only natural, according to the
productive rules of English word formation, that you could
unfriend them, too. The word shows up in this example from
1659: "l Hope, Sir, that we are not mutually Un-friended by this
Difference which hath happened betwixt us.”
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HANG OUT

Hang out has been used as a verb for passing the time since at
least the 1830s. In the Pickwick Papers (1837), Charles Dickens
wrote: "l say, old boy, where do you hang out?"
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FUNKY



The application of funky to music came around the 1930s, but
the “strong smell” sense had been around long before that.
Since the 1600s, funk was slang for the stale smell of tobacco
smoke, and by extension, anything that stank. Cheeses, rooms,
and especially ship’ s quarters could be described as funky.
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FANBOY AND FANGIRL

The application of fanboy to comics and science fiction had to
wait until the '70s, but before that, there were sports fans, and in
1919 the paper in Decatur, lllinois, reported that, “it was a shock
to the fan boys when Cincinnati ... beat the Chicago White Sox.”
The first citation for fangirl is from 1934: “Mary ... dashed out
through the rain so swiftly that only two of the fan-girls caught
her.”
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