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went extra miles to put in place consultative mechanisms for stakeholders from the river basin and modernize the
management of construction sites. Such efforts left behind some profound legacies beyond the benefits of irrigation and
played a delicate role in the modernization of the local society.
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Administration. MacMurray a disciple of President Wilson became an important practitioner of “Conventionalism”.

architects of the “Washington Plan”  which was indeed an implementation of “Conventionalism” in Asia. The resultant
Washington System upheld the principles of “open diplomacy” and “concert of powers” in an attempt to restrain Japan's
aggressive expansion in East Asia. However Chinese anti-imperialist movement with its determination to abolish unequal
treaties strongly shook the Washington System and forced the U. S. government to abandon the principle of “concert of
powers”. As a disciple of “Conventionalism” MacMurray who had become Minister to China at that time came into
sharp conflict with the Department of State. According to MacMurray it was the Department of State who spearheaded the
betrayal of “Conventionalism” and indirectly contributed to the rise of Japanese militarism which ultimately led to the loss
of peace in East Asia. The failure of MacMurray was nothing but a “tragedy” for U. S. modern foreign policy. And the root
cause of his failure was that the United States had always tried to evaluate and transform East Asia according to its own
criteria. The rise and fall of the Washington System was essentially a process in which the U. S. government forcibly

exported its domestic laws and values to East Asia revealing the “legal imperialism” tendency of the United States.
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