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Ideas, Trends, and Personal Nature: the Birth of The Gengzhi Tu Designed by Lou Shu
during the Southern Song Dynasty

Wang Jiahua

Abstract: The Gengzhi Tu (The Pictures of Tilling and Weaving) designed by Lou Shu during the Southern Song
Dynasty is the pioneer of systemized pictures of tilling and weaving in the history of Chinese painting. Most pictures of
tilling and weaving designed later are based on it. The pictures was created in the early Southern Song Dynasty, is
contributed by many factors. Firstly, with the rise of the literati in the Northern Song Dynasty, the value cognition of
painting changed. The painting rose from the original artisan skill to the elegant art activity of the literati. At the same
time, the visual symbolism of the painting was gradually valued and maintained as the important means of government.
Secondly, the precarious socio—political situation in the early years of the Southern Song Dynasty highlighted the
political metaphorical significance of painting. Emperor Gaozong regarded it as an important way to demonstrate his own
legitimacy of his political rule. Finally, emphasis on agriculture and consideration of the real interests of Lou Shu, is
another important factor that prompted him to create the Gengzhi Tu. Influenced by the tradition pioneered by the
Gengzhi Tu, a large number of systematical pictures of tilling and weaving were designed in Ming and Qing Dynasty,
which became an important tool and medium for the dynasties to carry out social education and embodied the profound
symbolism and society Governance meaning.

Key words: Gengzhi Tu (The Pictures of Tilling and Weaving); Lou Shu; Southern Song Dynasty
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