
江苏省仪征中学2021届高三英语上学期限时练习（四）
一、阅读理解 (共15小题；每小题2.5分，满分37.5分)
A

It has been a year since I first saw UBTech’s Walker robot at CES 2019. I was blown away by its ability to perform many tasks．

A year later, it had come a long way, gaining much better motor skills and the ability to maintain balance. During a CES 2020 demo(演示), UBTech showed how far Walker had come, The robot walked over to a table, picked up a bottle opener and used it to remove the cap from a bottle of soda. It picked up the bottle and a glass and poured the liquid in, without spilling. During the demo, Walker also performed a number of serious Yoga(瑜伽)poses, including standing on one foot and leaning back．

UBTech said that the ability to pour drinks required visual servo(伺服系统)technology using its cameras to judge the position of objects. The same methods allowed Walker to uncap a marker and draw a picture of a flower on a piece of paper at another point in the demo．

All of the betterment was made via software as UBTech hasn’t made any physical adjustments to the robot since we saw it last year. On the inside, the robot uses a combination of a few different operating systems on these internal PCs, including Ubuntu, ROS and Android．Its battery promises up to 2 hours battery life after a 2-hour charge time．

UBTech continues development on this pioneering robot, but doesn’t have public launch  date．The company is targeting Walker toward the home, with an emphasis on helping seniors or just doing house cleaning. To make it stable enough to adapt to all these different conditions  is a huge challenge．However, if development of Walker continues, this robot could eventually be a game-changer．

1. What is Paragraph 2 mainly about?

A．The demos of CES 2019．    

B．The improvements of the robot.

C．The robot’s motor ability．


D．The robot’s ability to remain steady．

2. What enables the robot to draw pictures?

A．The cap of the marker．    


B．The ability to pour drinks．

C．The using of more cameras．


D．The system of position judging．

3. What can we infer from the last paragraph?

A．The robot is stable enough to help the old．

B．The robot has been available to the public．

C．Our life could be greatly influenced by the robot，

D．The basic concept of robot making will be changed

B

Parents around the world often urge children over and over-wash your hands! It can be difficult, however, to get children to remember to wash. But what if washing hands was connected to a fun creative activity? What if instead of simply reaching for the soap, a machine could drop it right into your hands?

Well, such a machine was recently built by a boy and his sister in the U.S. state of Maryland as part of a creative competition.The not-for-profit Rube Goldberg Organization is holding the competition.

Every year, the Rube Goldberg competition assigns a specific task, considering inventions that use complex systems to carry out a simple everyday task. At first, the task for 2020 was supposed to be “turn on a light.” But when the COVID-19 happened, the task was changed to “drop a bar of soap into someone’s hand.”

Those taking part in the competition are schoolchildren. But with schools closed to slow the spread of the virus, organizers changed the rules. This year, the team can include any family members and people were asked to send in recordings of the machines to compete. One thing has not changed: The machine must complete the task in less than 10 steps.

In Maryland, the Diel family wanted to enter. So, Caitlin and her brother Ben designed and built their own Rube Goldberg machine. Next, they had to demonstrate that it could complete the task-throwing the soap just right to be caught in someone’s hand. After 106 failed attempts, they finally had success. With their video demonstration, they can now enter the competition.
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 Anne Glowinski teaches child psychiatry (精神病学) at Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis. She said that “creativity and play” connects with children. It is better than the message. “We have to wash our hands because of this horrible virus”. Glowinski added.

4. What might be a task of inventions assigned by the Rube Goldberg competition?

A. Sweeping the floor.
B. Exploring nature.


C. Writing a novel.
D. Painting the house.

5. What change has been made to the rules of the competition this year?

A. All kinds of inventions are admitted.

B. A video of the entry is qualified to enter.

C. Teachers are encouraged to get involved.

D. The task must be finished within 10 steps.

6. What does Glowinski think of the invention?

A. Practical.
B. Unnecessary.
C. Economical.
D. Complicated.

7. What’s the purpose of the text?

A. To advocate the habit of washing hands.

B. To call on schoolchildren to compete in a contest.

C. To encourage more inventions from everyday items.

D. To introduce a contest making handwashing fun for kids.

C

Long ago, poems were recited out loud instead of being written down. Back when the Greeks first started the Olympics, they held poetry contests as well as athletic competitions.


Now, poetry competitions have been revived. This year 120,000 high school students competed in the first Poetry Out Loud national recitation contest, performing poems from memory for $100,000 in prizes.


The first competitions were held in classrooms. The winners went on to schoolwide contests, and then they competed in city and state competitions, and then the 50 state champions, along with the District of Columbia champion, came to Washington, D. C., last week for the last showdown(对决). After the 51 champions competed against one another, 12 went on to the finals. Then the field was narrowed to five. The final five had one last chance to “perform” a poem. The overall champ, Jackson Hille, a high school senior from Ohio, won a $20,000 scholarship.


The National Endowment for the Arts and the Poetry Foundation started Poetry Out Loud because they realized that hearing a poem performed is a different experience from reading it on the page.


It’s not just a matter of saying the words in the right order. It’s the tone of voice, the pauses, the gestures, and the attitude of the person performing that bring the words to life. “Each time we hear somebody recite a poem, we understand again what we found fresh and interesting about it,” says National Public Radio broadcaster Scott Simon, master of ceremonies for the finals. Hearing it in a new voice offers something new to the listener.


Not only do the people hearing poems have a new experience, memorizing and presenting poems helps the participants understand those poems in a new way. Another benefit of a competition such as Poetry Out Loud is that the participants learn public-speaking skills that can help them for life.

8. How many rounds of competitions did the champions take before they went to Washington, D. C.?


A. Three.　　　

B. Four.



C. Five.



D. Six.

9. According to the passage, hearing a poem recited in a new voice can _______. 


A. bring a new life to listeners                    B. help listeners find their interest


C. make listeners learn the words                  D. offer something new to listeners

10. One benefit the participants get from a competition such as Poetry Out Loud is that they can _______. 


A. become confident while speaking in public        B. write good poems themselves


C. change their attitudes towards life               D. make friends with many great poets

11. What’s the best title for the passage?


A. Reciting poems improves your memory           B. Remembering a lot of poems is fun


C. Poets have a great time                        D. Poetry rocks the microphone

D

Let’s face it.You’re likely reading this article in an effort to avoid some other tasks you’re procrastinating (拖延) to learn how to stop procrastination, but the clock is ticking. So why can’t you seem to get rid of that?

Though the psychological causes are still debated, there’s a human tendency to over or underestimate the value of a reward based on its temporal proximity (时间接近). This is often referred to as temporal discounting. For example, if I offered you$100 today or 110 in a month, most would take the hundred and run. But what if instead I offered you 100 dollars in a year or 110 in a year and one month, you might say to yourself if I can wait a year I can wait the extra month.

But the time and value difference are the exact same in each example. It turns out that human motivation is highly influenced by how near the reward is meaning the further away the reward is the more you discount its value. So being online is more appealing than preparing for your test. The problem is surfing the Internet provides many small quick and continuous rewards unlike your test scores which are a future one.

So how do you overcome the urge to put off so many tasks?

Unfortunately there is no definite answer, but try rewarding yourself with a timely snack or other enjoyable activities. The Pomodoro Technique makes use of a timer to work for 25 minutes straight and when you’ve done this give yourself the reward with a 5-minute break. Then start the working clock again, Gradually increasing the amount of work time you put in will improve your time management skills.

It’s been shown that creating a costly deadline is also an effective way to manage your working habits. And try to enjoy the process of achieving something instead of thinking only our minutes of suffering.

12. What does the underlined word “that” in Paragraph 1 refer to?

A. This article.
B. Procrastination.
C. An effort.
D. The clock.

13. An example is given in Paragraph 2 to make the theory

A. interesting
B. accurate
C. understandable
D. influential

14. Why is surfing online more attractive to students than studying?

A. It helps them kill time faster.                      B. It offers them more information.

C. It supplies instant rewards to them.                 D. It strengthens the bond between friends.

15. What’s a suggested solution to procrastination?

A. Rewarding yourself with a future gift.             B. Increasing the amount of work time.

C. Ignoring the process of doing the task.             D. Paying dearly for your procrastination.

二、七选五 (共5小题；每小题2.5分，满分12.5分)
Fun Writing Activities for Struggling Writers

There are dozens of reasons kids struggle with writing. They may have difficulty getting their thoughts down on paper._____16_____Perhaps grammar and language barriers are blocking their progress. Whatever the reason, adding a little fun can be a great way to get the creative juices flowing.

_____17_____
Sometimes writers get stuck because they simply don’t know where to start. For a child, you can try things that are geared(合适)toward their interests, like My Favorite Toy, or What I Like to Do in the Summer. Remember, it' s important to support and guide their ideas, not to discourage thoughts or judge them.

Develop a story map

A great activity to help struggling writers is to build a story map. Write down ideas for the beginning, middle, and end of a story. Or put the topic in the middle of the paper and draw lines out like a wheel for who, what where, and why. _____18_____ This is helpful, because it takes stress out of the writing process.

Make writing relevant

Children are more apt to write if they can identify with the purpose of writing. Writing a letter to a friend or relative can better engage a struggling writer. Or maybe your child has some suggestions for books that the library should have. _____19_____ If writing becomes a more meaningful activity to the child, it can help to make it an easier process.

Make writing enjoyable

You could consider making different writing supplies available like colored pens and pencils, notebooks, etc. Or you could provide a word bank of common words for your kid to use and spell. ___20___ Afterwards, reward your child’s good performance. These all set the stage and invite kids to get excited to write.

A. Inspire ideas

B. Develop an interest.

C. Use the map to guide the writing.

D. Make the process into more of a game.

E. Maybe they lack experiences to write about

F. There are loads of fun ways to get children writing.

G. Encourage him to write a letter to the person in charge
三、 完形填空 (共15小题；每小题1分，满分15分)
Exercise and I have never had a good relationship due to my fear of sports. From a young age, my dad ___21___ me into a dozen sports. I didn’t like any of them, ___22___.

When I entered University of Regina, my dad ___23___ telling me “You have to find a way to stay ___24___” or “You don’t want to get the Freshman 15, do you?” So I ___25___ to give swimming a shot, but I ___26___ managed to go to the pool twice during the fall semester (学期). Worse still, I was __27__ to convince myself that “Yeah, that’s OK.”

Spring semester came. A friend of mine ___28___ me one day asking if I wanted to go to Zumba with her. All I knew about Zumba was that it was basically exercise dancing to Latin and pop songs. It didn’t sound too bad, but I couldn’t be ___29___.

I went, and that was it. Zumba became my ___30___ of tea. The instructor would always say: “Don’t worry about the steps. Have fun. Do your own thing.” That removed my ___31___ about sports. I didn’t have to be ___32___. I didn’t even have to be good. I just need to ___33___ the music and move. Zumba did ___34___ me from the Freshman 15, but it also did so much more. It let me make ___35___ with my unpleasant past with physical fitness, and enjoy staying healthy.

21. A. expected
B. allowed
C. forced
D. invited

22. A. therefore
B. though
C. instead
D. besides

23. A. avoided
B. risked
C. regretted
D. kept

24. A. in shape
B. for fun
C. at ease
D. on business

25. A. refused
B. happened
C. bothered
D. decided

26. A. hardly
B. merely
C. constantly
D. gradually

27. A. eager
B. content
C. embarrassed
D. disappointed

28. A. teased
B. comforted
C. approached
D. annoyed

29. A. happy
B. proud
C. careful
D. sure

30. A. cup
B. part
C. share
D. mouth

31. A. curiosity
B. passion
C. scare
D. confidence

32. A. perfect
B. enthusiastic
C. adorable
D. ambitious

33. A. accept
B. feel
C. display
D. compare

34. A. witness
B. separate
C. discourage
D. save

35. A. trouble
B. sense
C. peace
D. contact

四、语法填空(共10小题；每小题1.5分，满分15分)
Is It the Pig from Angry Birds?

An ancient clay pig statue has become __36__ hot topic, for it looked exactly like Green Pig, a main character in Angry Birds, a popular mobile game. The artwork __37__ (discover) under the ruins of an ancient settlement __38__ (date)back nearly 5,000 years in south-western China.

Archaeologists found the tiny pig statue __39__ (accident) while digging in the remains of a small ancient community outside Guanghan in Sichuan province.

The village was situated about eight kilometres outside Sanxingdui, a Bronze Age kingdom, ___40__ likely came into being around 5,000 years ago, and the pig statue is thought to be 3,200 years old. The pig statue has been described __41__ “cute, vivid and delicate” by the researchers, who say it represents the advanced standards of the region’s prehistoric residents.

Chinese Internet users expressed their amazement. On Weibo, one person expressed his admiration __42___ (excite): “It is the pig from Angry Birds!” Another commenter joked: “The pig in Angry Birds. You have infringed (侵犯) the copyright.”
The research team claimed __43__ (find) tracks of continuous human activity on this site from 5,000 years ago to the__44__ (dynasty) of Ming and Qing. Officials plan to dig 7,000 square metres of the site, which is officially named Guanghan Joint Ruins. By the end of June, they __45__ (dig) 4,500 square metres
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