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阅读理解
第一节： 阅读下列短文，从每题所给的四个选项A、B、C、D中选出最佳选项。
A
Snorkelling in Silfra
The clear water at this UNESCO world heritage(遗产) site in Thingvellir National Park will leave you speechless. It is one of the highest rated dive sites in the world. During this journey, you will snorkel within a crack between the Eurasian and American continents. You’ll experience truly amazing views of the colorful underwater landscape, marine life(海洋生物), and geological formations. Silfra’s water is fresh and drinkable at around 2°C -- 4°C all year round. Visibility can reach more than 100 meters, and swimming often feels more like flying.
This trip is for anyone who knows how to swim and is up for a unique adventure. We offer transportation with a pick-up in Reykjavik, and provide you with a dry suit. The total length of the tour is approximately five hours, and includes in-water snorkelling lasting around 30 minutes. We’ll guide you through the main Silfra Big Crack, Silfra Hall, Silfra Cathedral and Silfra Lagoon.
Included:
★ All necessary snorkeling equipment;
★ Hot drinks and food;
★ Silfra entrance fee of 1,000 ISK.
  Availability: All year at 09:00 and 15:00. Pick-up in one hour before. 
  Requirements:
  Participants need to complete the Silfra medical statement before the tour.
  Divers must:
  ★ Be at least 18 years old (young people under 18 years old need a signature from their legal guardian), and the maximum age is 65 years old;
★ Be able to communicate in English.
★ Be physically fit;
★ Not be pregnant;
★ Not be under the influence of alcohol or drugs;
★ Sign a medical form.
1. What will be offered to you if you take this trip?
A. Cold drinks. 

                          
B. Two dry suits.
C. Round-trip air tickets. 
                      
D. Equipment for snorkeling.
2. When is the earliest pick-up time every day?
A. 07:00.
      
B. 08:00.
     
C. 09:00.
  
D. 14:00.
3. To participate in the trip, one must ______.
A. be over 18 years old.
                      

B. be under 66 years old.
C. have the support of parents.


          
D. have a high level of ability in English.
B
Throughout Europe golf has been popular for many years. A recent report says that in Great Britain alone, 700 new golf courses will have to be built over the next ten years to meet people's needs.
This is all good news for golf lovers, but it worries those who want to protect the environment. Their argument is that the new courses are disturbing the balance of nature. Woods, ponds and fields are being dug up to make way for the courses. The birds and animals that used to live there are being killed or forced to leave. The amount of water that a club uses to keep its courses in good condition is reducing the amount of water available for industrial and other uses. The chemicals used to control insects are sinking into the underground water. 
There may be some truth in this, but it is not the whole truth. The days are long past when building of any kind was allowed in beautiful places with no thought for the environment. Planning permission, nowadays, is as strict for golf courses as it is for any other type of development. Before any such project is given the go-ahead, many things are studied. It is only when it is clear no harm will be done to the area that the builders are allowed to move in.
A strong case can even be made that golf courses are actually good for the areas where they are built. Courses are usually built in the areas which are not areas of natural beauty. The new courses often make the area look livelier. To make holes more difficult, trees are planted and lakes are filled in around greens. Not surprisingly perhaps, it is not unusual to find that, within months of a course being completed, a lot of animals and birds have moved in.
Obviously, careful thought has to go into the design of the new courses. As few changes as possible should be made to the natural environment. Woods and wildlife should be also protected. But this can be, and is being, done. There is no reason why golfers and nature cannot live peacefully together.
4. What is mainly discussed in Paragraph 2?
A. The rules for playing golf. 
                  
B. How to protect the environment.
C. The disadvantages of building golf courses.
      
D. Whether golf courses should be built or not.
5. According to Paragraph 4, golf courses ______.
A. may make the local area a better place 
      

B. provide more jobs for local people 
C. are harmful to the local environment 
          
D. waste too much water and money 
6. What is true about building a new golf course nowadays?
A. It takes up too much land.
                  
B. A lot of trees have to be cut down.
C. It is easy to get planning permission.
          
D. Many things will be taken into consideration. 
7. Which of the following can best describe the author's attitude in the passage? 
A. Uninterested.    
   
B. Worried.             
C. Hopeful.   
     
D. Doubtful.
C
The three phases of life are increasingly a thing of the past. Where once working lives fitted neatly into the model of education, employment and then retirement, the simplicity of that division is being challenged by changing standards of the workforce.
Increasing numbers of workers, nearing their long-imagined transition(过渡）into retirement, seem to be actively putting off the moment at which they down tools. Newly released figures from the Office for National Statistics (ONS) have shown that there are over a million more over 50s in part-time work than a decade ago. And with nine out of 10 employers reporting difficulties hiring workers, there's likely to be a growing market for their talents as bosses extend their searches to older people, including those who are willing to take on part-time responsibilities.
The ending of the three phases of working life isn't simply down to people living longer or financial necessity-though those are certainly important factors-but also to an increasing desire to maintain a purposeful life. One survey of British retirees over 50 found that 85 percent of them felt they'd retired too young-stopping working had left a void that they regretted afterwards.
The 2015 film The Intern conveyed this human need to have value. In it, Robert De Niro plays a 70-year-old widower who finds himself a fish out of water when he joins a trendy internet start-up. In the end, not only does he find the sense of belonging that he desires but his colleagues come to rely on his experience and different perspective. It's a plot we can increasingly expect to happen in real-life offices over the decades to come as people live ever longer.
Already, we are seeing people in their 50s and 60s looking ahead to a retirement lasting 30 years, choosing instead to build second careers that they can maintain into their 70s or beyond. Freed from the financial burden of young children, they can prioritize flexibility, shorter working hours or more rewarding jobs in areas such as charity work or teaching. Many do it for no money at all, volunteering behind the till in charity shops or showing people round National Trust properties.
However, it's the next generation where the effect of living longer will really be felt, and the financial necessity will start to bite. In the West, more than half of the children born in 2016 have a life expectancy of more than 100 years. In their book, The 100-Year Life, London Business School professors Lynda Gratton and Andrew Scott suggest that acquiring sufficient funds to see oneself through a 40-or 50-year retirement will likely be beyond all but the highest earners.
Then there's the oft-repeated claim that young people today are the first generation to be poorer than their parents. Certainly property prices are changing the way they plan for the future. In the mid-Nineties, the average home cost less than three times the average wage; Last year, ONS stats placed that ratio at eight times wages.
The overall effect of these trends is that young people recognize that they will likely have to postpone dreams of retirement and instead strap on(绑住）more debt spread over longer spans. It's why 44 per cent of under 30s say they expect to be working well into their 70s and why data this year from the Bank of England show that 16 per cent of UK mortgages(按揭贷款）now have terms of 35 years or more-a figure that has tripled in the past decade.
All of these factors look set to contribute to a workforce that has a significantly wider range of ages in the future. In an era of work when we've all learned to be more inclusive, only eight percent of firms with a diversity programme have adapted it to go beyond gender, race and sexuality and into age. Incorporating older employees into the workforce is set to be the next big thing at the office.
If Robert De Niro has anything to teach us, it's that this can be an enormous force permanently for both employees and businesses.
8. The following may account for the ending of the three phases of working life EXCEPT __________.
A. a longer life







  B. financial needs  

C. delayed retirement policy




  D. a meaningful life 
9. What trend will the next generation face?
A. They can live within their means.



  B. Their life expectancy will be longer.
C. They will be richer than their parents.


  D. They will fail to pay off their mortgage.
10. The author introduces the details of the film The Intern in order to__________.
A. tell us Robert De Niro is a helpful retiree

  B. indicate that retirees can also benefit society
C. share Robert De Niro's second career with us
  D. illustrate that retirees desire to live meaningfully
11. What does the passage mainly talk about?
A. The new standards of the workplace.
B. Age being no hurdle in the modern world of work.
C. Financial issues facing both old people and young people.
D. Different attitudes to retirement between the young and old.
D
I must have been about fourteen then, and I put away the incident from my mind with the easy carelessness of youth. But the words, Carl Walter spoke that day, came back to me years later, and ever since have been of great value to me.
Carl Walter was my piano teacher. During one of my lessons he asked how much practicing I was doing. I said three or four hours a day.
“Do you practice in long stretches, an hour at a time?”
“I try to.”
“Well, don't.” he exclaimed. “When you grow up, time won't come in long stretches. Practice in minutes, whenever you can find them five or ten before school, after lunch, between household tasks. Spread the practice through the day, and piano-playing will become a part of your life.” 
When I was teaching at Columbia, I wanted to write, but class periods, theme-reading, and committee meetings filled my days and evenings. For two years I got practically nothing down on paper, and my excuse was that I had no time. Then I remembered what Carl Walter had said. During the next week I conducted an experiment. Whenever I had five minutes unoccupied, I sat down and wrote a hundred words or so. To my astonishment, at the end of the week I had a rather large manuscript ready for revision, later on I wrote novels by the same piecemeal method. Though my teaching schedule had become heavier than ever, in every day there were idle moments which could be caught and put to use. I even took up piano-playing again, finding that the small intervals of the day provided sufficient time for both writing and piano practice.
There is an important trick in this time-using formula: you must get into your work quickly. If you have but five minutes for writing, you can't afford to waste four chewing your pencil. You must make your mental preparations beforehand, and concentrate on your task almost instantly when the time comes. Fortunately, rapid concentration is easier than most of us realize.
I admit I have never learnt how to let go easily at the end of the five or ten minutes. But life can be counted on to supply interruptions. Carl Walter has had a tremendous influence on my life. To him I owe the discovery that even very short periods of time add up to all useful hours I need, if I plunge in without delay.
12. What is the best title of this passage?
A. Concentrate on Your Work




  
B. Good Advice
C. How I Became a Writer




      
D. A Little at a Time
13. Which of the following statements is true?
A. The writer owes great thanks to his teacher for teaching him to work in long stretches.
B. The writer didn't take the teacher's words to heart at first.
C. Carl Walter has had a great influence on the writer’s life since he became a student.
D. Rapid concentration is actually more difficult than most people imagine.
14. The underlined part “counted on” can be replaced by __________.
A. expected　　　　    B. concentrated

  C. valued　　　　        D. enriched
15. We can infer that the writer ____________.
A. can find sufficient time for mental preparations beforehand, so he’s devoted to work instantly
B. is always tired of interruptions in life because his teaching schedule is always heavy
C. has formed a bad habit of chewing a pencil while writing his novels 
D. has new books published each year however busy his teaching is
第二节:根据短文内容，从短文后的选项中选出能填入空白处的最佳选项。选项中有两项为多余选项。
From quiet paths by a stream in a forest to busy roads running through a city, people have created various forms of routes in different places. These routes have enabled people to move, transport things, and send information from one place to another quickly and safely. ___16___ 
Early routes were often formed naturally on land. They gradually developed over long periods of time while people traveled them on foot or horseback. Once the first wheeled carts appeared in ancient times, people recognized the importance of well-maintained routes. ___17___ As a result, life became much easier, communities grew, economies developed, and cultures spread.
People have established routes on water, too. Rivers and canals have served as effective routes for people to move around and carry things. For example, in the old Japanese city of Edo, water routes were used for the transportation of agricultural products, seafood, and wood. ___18__ They were important for the movement of ships, particularly in the days when they moved mainly by wind power. Using these sea routes, people could go to places they had not been able to reach before.
People have gone on to open routes in the sky as well. Since the invention of the airplane, they have made it possible to travel long distances easily. Finally, people became able to travel safely and comfortably high in the sky, and going vast distances only took a small amount of time. 
___19___ By using this worldwide route, people can easily get information that once was available mainly from books and face-to-face communication.
As long as there have been people, there have been routes to connect them. ___20___
A. People could travel great distances.
B. People have also opened routes across the sea.
C. Today, we have a new type of route, the Internet.
D. Therefore, towns, cities, and entire countries improved them.
E. Some unknown routes will surely take us further in the future.
F. They have been important in our daily lives throughout history.
G. They can immediately send messages to large numbers of people all at once.
完形填空
阅读下面短文，从短文后各题所给的四个选项（A、B、C和D）中，选出可以填入空白处的最佳选项。
The hardworking blacksmith(铁匠）Jones used to work all day in his shop and so hard working was he that at times he would make the sparks(火花）fly from his hammer.
The son of Mr. Smith, a   21   neighbor, used to come to see the blacksmith every day and for hours and hours he would enjoy himself   22   how the tradesman worked.
“Young man, why don't you   23   your hand to learn to make shoe tacks(鞋钉），even if it is only to pass the   24   ?" said the blacksmith. "Who   25  , one day, it may be of use to you.”
The lazy boy began to see what he could do. After a little   26   he found that he was becoming very     27   and soon he was making some of the finest tacks.
Old Mr. Smith died and the son, because of the war,   28   all his goods. He had to leave home and   29  in another country.   30   so happened that in this village there were numerous shoemakers who were spending a lot of money on tacks for their shoes and   31   at times when they paid high prices they were not always able to   32   what they wanted, because in that part of the country there was a great   33   for soldiers' shoes.
Our young Mr. Smith, who was finding it difficult to earn his daily   34  , remembered that once upon a time he had learned the   35   of making tacks and had the sudden idea of making a bargain with the   36  . He told them that he would make the tacks if they would   37   to get him settled in his workshop. The shoemakers were only too glad of the   38  . And soon, young Mr. Smith found that he was making the finest tacks in the village.
“How   39   it seems,” he used to say, “even making tacks can bring a   40  . My trade is more useful to me than were all my former riches.”
21. A. wealthy


B. hardworking

C. selfish


D. curious
22. A. examining

B. determining


C. watching

D. explaining
23. A. wash


B. try



C. force


D. win
24. A. hammer


B. test



C. comment

D. time
25. A. cares


B. complains


C. knows


D. declares
26. A. practice


B. struggle


C. analysis

D. check
27. A. skilled


B. interested


C. tired


D. worried
28. A. carried


B. lost



C. sold


D. destroyed
29. A. settled down

B. rose up


C. took over

D. got away
30. A. Nothing


B. That



C. This


D. It
31. A. ever


B. instead



C. altogether

D. even
32. A. remember

B. get



C. make


D. protect
33. A. status


B. standard


C. need


D. price
34. A. praise


B. break



C. newspaper

D. bread
35. A. art



B. benefit



C. importance

D. motto
36. A. blacksmiths

B. soldiers


C. shoemakers

D. villagers
37. A. hesitate


B. help



C. refuse


D. return
38. A. aid



B. work



C. advice


D. offer
39. A. challenging

B. attractive


C. lively


D. funny
40. A. fortune


B. competition


C. trick


D. message
语法填空
阅读下面材料，在空白处填入适当的内容（1个单词）或括号内单词的正确形式。
Pollution takes away all the beauty of the beaches of Hawaii. I hate ____41____when people go to the beaches on sunny weekends and see rubbish bags lying on the sand, cigarette butts (烟头) ____42____ (bury) in the sand, and soda cans floating in the ocean.
One thing that really annoys me is ____43____ I see tourists who visit Hawaii leave their rubbish on the beaches. I was always taught after drinking soda to throw the can into the place ____44____ it should stay—— the trash can. Another thing that annoys me is that some people walk right by rubbish ___45___ pretend that it’s not there.
The dogs or the fish are not to blame ____46____ it. It’s our fault and we must blame ourselves. Everyone has to do his or her part ____47____ (solve) this problem. It can’t be difficult to do the job. There are a lot of things that we can do. First of all, we can help pick up rubbish along the beaches. We could also form organizations that ____48____ (help) clean up our beaches. More ____49____ (important), we need to start now before the beaches ____50____ (damage) beyond repair.
1

