江苏省仪征中学2021届高三英语上学期周练（十四）
                                                           2020.11.7
一、阅读理解 (共15小题，每小题2.5分，共37.5分)
A

Mother Nature is a cruel mistress. Why? Read on to find the answer.

Venice

This iconic city is sinking rapidly. The canals that make up the streets of Venice rise 2mm every year, making relics of history go under the surface of water and destroying architecture. Experts warn that without intervention, this city will disappear back into the water at an even faster rate, consumed by rising sea level from melting polar ice caps.

Machu Picchu

These iconic ruins have drawn adventurous tourists into the mountains of South America. The forces of natural erosion have been accelerated by tourism and this landmark faces severe influence from increasing foot traffic. The Peruviar government recently suggested a cable car that would cut out the intense hike up to the ruins, making the site instantly accessible to millions, but the future of Machu Picchu remains uncertain.

Glacier National Park

Perhaps you’ve heard that the ice caps are melting. But nowhere is more apparent in the United States than in Glacier National Park. Estimates indicate that the glaciers that are part of the beauty of this national landmark will disappear entirely in the next two decades.

The Great Barrier Reef

Hidden from view beneath the waves, the Great Barrier Reef has been rapidly dying off. Nearly fifty percent of coral which once occupied a large area is gone, destroyed by pollution and disease.

21. What can we learn about Machu Picchu?

A. It’s famous for cable cars.            B. It has no convenient traffic. 
C. It’s well preserved by the locals.       D. It bears a heavy burden of tourism.
22. Which place probably needs visitors to dive into the water to enjoy its beauty?

A. Venice.    B. Machu Picchu.   C. Glacier National Park.   D. The Great Barrier Reef.
23. What do the above attractions have in common?

A. They all have a long history.            B. They’re all threatened by climate. 
C. They’re all in danger of disappearing.     D. They’re all well-known for natural scenery.
B
Anyone who commutes by car knows that traffic jams are an unavoidable part of life. But humans are not alone in facing potential backups.

Ants also commute—between their nest and sources of food. The survival of their habitats depends on doing this efficiently.

When humans commute, there’s a point at which cars become dense enough to slow down the flow of traffic, causing jam. Researchers wanted to know if ants on the move could also get stuck. So they regulated traffic density by constructing bridges of various widths between a colony of Argentine ants and a source of food. Then they waited and watched, trying to find out at what point they are going to have a traffic jam.

But it appears that that never happened. They always managed to avoid traffic jam. The flow of ants did increase at the beginning as ants started to fill the bridge and then leveled off at high densities. But it never slowed down or stopped, even when the bridge was nearly filled with ants.

The researchers then took a closer look at how the behavior of individual ants impacted traffic as a whole. And they found that when ants sense overcrowding, they adjust their speeds and avoid entering high-density areas, which prevents jams. These behaviors may be promoted by pheromones, chemicals that tell other ants where a trail is. The ants also manage to avoid colliding with each other at high densities, which could really slow them down.

Can ants help us solve our own traffic problems? Not likely. That’s because when it comes to getting from point A to point B as fast as possible, human drivers put their own goals first. Individual ants have to be more cooperative in order to feed the colony. But the research could be useful in improving traffic flow for self-driving cars, which can be designed to be less like selfish humans—and more like ants.

24. What does the underlined word “this” in paragraph 2 refer to?

A. Surviving.
B. Commuting.     C. Finding food.    D. Avoiding jams.

25. How did the researchers control the traffic density of the commuting ants?

A. Through closer observation.
B. By regulating their numbers.

C. By finding out the dense points.
D. By controlling the widths of their path.

26. How can ants avoid traffic jam according to the research?

A. They follow a special route.
B. They level off at high densities.

C. They never stop or slow down on the way.

D. They depend on their natural chemicals to adjust their speeds.

27. Which of the following can be the best title for the text?

A. Traffic jams
B. Survival of an ant colony

C. Unavoidable? Not for ants!            D. Differences between human and ants

C
Metal-organic frameworks (MOFs) are compounds that are set to solve some tough challenges: producing water in the desert, removing greenhouse gases from the air and storing dangerous gases more safely.

The Arizona desert is really dry. Anyone stuck in it without water would die from dehydration within three days, unless he had one of Omar Yaghi’s next-generation water harvesters, who is a chemist at the University of California, Berkeley. Although daytime wetness is only about 10 percent, this rises to 40 percent at night, which means there’s enough water in the atmosphere to support life — if it can be transformed into liquid form.

That’s exactly what Yaghi’s invention does. It’s about the size of a small microwave oven, designed to suck the water from the air at night and turn it into drinking water the next day using only the heat of the sun as its power source. What makes it work is a special material called a MOF, which at normal temperatures attracts water molecules onto the surface of its internal small holes. Warm it up and get the water, each harvest producing one-third of a cup of pure drinking water. "A device the size of a washing machine could produce enough water for the basic needs of a household," says Yaghi.

These crystalline groups of metals linked by organic molecules can be made into materials with an extremely high absorption ability, attracting specific molecules to their surfaces. In this way, MOFs cling to a variety of liquids and gases.

MOFs work thanks to their distinctive structure. In fact, one MOF the size of a sugar cube has so many small holes that they would cover an area as large as six football fields. MOFs are also extremely stable, light and have many different uses: their molecular structure can be varied to attract specific molecules. Adding a small amount of heat or pressure causes the MOF to give what it’s holding. More than 70,000 different MOFs have been produced to date for various applications.

28. Why is the Arizona desert mentioned in the second paragraph?

A. To introduce water harvesters.       B. To stress the importance of water.

C. To show the severity of its condition.  D. To express the urgent need for water there.

29. What plays a vital role in water harvesters?

A. Solar energy.                      B. Water molecules.
C. Metal-organic frameworks.           D. MOFs’ internal small holes.
30. Which can explain the phrase "cling to" underlined in paragraph 4?

A. Give off.          B. Tum into.        C. Hold onto.          D. Break down.
31. What will probably be covered in the following paragraphs?

A. The future of the MOF technology.        

B. Other uses of the MOF technology.

C. The improvement to the MOF technology. 

D. Possible limitations of the MOF technology.
D
Last year，the Bureau of Labor Statistics reported that 55 million people in the U.S. are“gig workers”which is more than 35 percent of the U.S. workforce. That number is projected to jump to 43 percent by 2020.People are drawn to gig work because it brings in a little extra income without a major time commitment. And recent technologies like Skype，Slack，and Dropbox have made the gig life a reality，giving you maximum freedom，an ideal work-life balance，and the chance to pursue your passions.
If you’re thinking of joining the gig economy，it’s never been easier. One of the great things about the gig economy is that you don’t have a boss breathing down your neck. As a freelancer，you no longer have to cater to a company culture or work schedule that might cause physical or emotional stress. Instead，you get to choose the type of work you do and who you work with. But this degree of freedom requires a corresponding amount of discipline. With no boss to make sure you’re on task，it’s all on you.
A 1ot of gig workers start their careers by hopping on a project because the employer is desperate and in need of help. On the employer’s end，it’s tough to take on people for higher management positions when the pool of talent is full of gig workers who haven’t been given an  opportunity to improve their skills. Businesses have to evolve to learn how to account for an influx((涌入)of temporary workers. It is harder for gig workers to become skilled and get  promoted.
The workforce is becoming more advanced and educated by the day. You have to keep learning and keep up with industry trends to maintain a competitive edge. This is true even for people in traditional office settings，but it’s critical if you’re your own boss.
32. What made the gig life a reality?
A. Greater work-life balance.    

B. New technologies.[来源:学科网]
C. A little extra money.



D. Maximum freedom.
33. What does the underlined phrase“breathing down your neck”，in Paragraph 3 mean?
A. Making you unable to breathe freely.
 B. Standing very close behind you.
C. Threatening you by saying something.
 D. Monitoring you closely.
34. What can we infer from the last but one paragraph?
A. Employers should invest in training the temporary workers.
B. Gig workers start their jobs out of passion.
C. It’s hard for employers to employ people for higher positions.
D. It’s hard for gig workers to develop skills.
35. Which of the following can be the best title for the text?
A. The Strengths and Weaknesses of the Gig Economy
B. The Challenges of the Gig Economy
C. The Increase of the Gig Economy
D. The Reason for the Gig Economy
二、七选五(共5小题，每小题2.5分，共12.5分)
We’ve long been taught that helping others helps ourselves. As Charles Dickens wrote, “No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of another.”

Science has shown that unselfish behaviors actually do improve our health. ___36___ It can reduce the risk for cognitive impairment(认知障碍). It can even help us live longer.

___37___ A 2017 study found pain sufferers who volunteered reported decreased pain along with an improved sense of purpose. A new series of studies may have found one reason. Regions of the brain that react to painful stimulation seem to instantly disappear by the experience of giving.

In another study, the researchers employed cancer patients living with pain and asked them to cook and clean for themselves or for the benefit of others at their treatment center.

___38___ When they did the work for their own personal benefit, the pain-relieving effect was reduced by over 62%.

In addition, the study found it was the meaning people gave to their good deeds that predicted how much pain the brain would perceive. Researchers believe the medicine should consider using unselfish “supplement therapies(补充疗法)to treat pain.” ___39___ A reduced sense of pain combined with feel-good chemicals—it seems our brains reward us for helping others even when we’re not expecting anything in return. ___40___ It is a good way to improve your health and others.

A. It is true for volunteers.

B. Helping others helps ourselves.

C. However, more research is needed about the idea.

D. It also appears that giving can help us cope with pain.

E. When they were helping others, their pain levels dropped.

F. Volunteering, for example, has been shown to reduce stress and improve depression.

G. Sounds like a great reason to put volunteering and other giving behaviors on your to-do list.

三、完形填空 (共15小题，每小题1分，共15分)
Scientists in Norway have some good news for coffee drinkers. Researchers have already found evidence that the drink or the beans can help with weight loss, ___41___ one’s risk of developing some diseases, promote muscle growth, protect against certain types of cancers and can even reduce one’s risk of premature(早于预期的) death, among many other ___42___. Now it is said that a cup of ___43___ reduces physical pain. 

The surprising finding is ___44___ a study involving 48 volunteers who agreed to spend 90 minutes performing computer tasks meant to finish office work. The tasks were known to ___45___ pain in the shoulders, neck, forearms and wrists. The researchers wanted to ___46___ how people with pain and those who were pain-free tolerated(忍受) the pain of such tasks. As a matter of convenience, the scientists allowed people to drink coffee before taking the test “to avoid ___47___ effects of caffeine lack, e.g. decreased vigor, sleepiness, and exhaustion.” they reported. 

When it came time to analyze the data, the researchers from Norway’s National Institute of Occupational Health and Oslo University Hospital noticed that the 19 people who drank coffee reported a ___48___ intensity(强度) of pain than the 29 people who didn’t. In the shoulders and neck, ___49___ the average pain was rated 41 (on a 100-point scale) among the coffee drinkers and 55 for the non-coffee drinkers. Similar gaps were found for all pain sites measured, and coffee’s obvious pain-reduction effect ___50___. 

However, the authors of the study, which was published this week in the journal, BMC Research Notes, warn that the results of the study come with many ___51___. For starters, the researchers don’t know how much coffee the coffee drinkers consumed(消耗) before taking the computer tests. ___52___, they doubt whether the coffee drinkers and non-coffee drinkers were ___53___ in all aspects except for their coffee consumption. Problems like these tend to ___54___ the importance of the findings. But those doubts are ___55___ to trouble the coffee drinkers looking for any reason not to cut back on their daily caffeine habit.
	41. A. take
	B. reduce
	C. increase
	D. face

	42. A. trends
	B. advice
	C. benefits
	D. promotions

	43. A. milk
	B. water
	C. coke  
	D. coffee

	44. A. based on
	B. fond of   
	C. different from
	D. regarded as

	45. A. cause
	B. indicate   
	C. ease
	D. relieve

	46. A. warn
	B. compare  
	C. cure
	D. treat

	47. A. unpleasant
	B. modest  
	C. significant
	D. positive

	48. A. lower
	B. higher
	C. shorter  
	D. longer

	49. A. in addition
	B. as a result  
	C. for example
	D. in one word

	50. A. turned up

	B. took up
	C. put up
	D. gave up

	51. A. satisfaction
	B. uncertainties  
	C. attention
	D. response

	52. A. Moreover
	B. However  
	C. Otherwise
	D. Nevertheless

	53. A. guilty
	B. similar
	C. different
	D. proper

	54. A. realize
	B. observe
	C. measure
	D. weaken

	55. A. unlikely
	B. orderly
	C. jealous

	D. capable


四、语法填空(共10小题，每小题1分，共10分) 
A Chinese COVID-19 vaccine（疫苗）has received    56    (approve) for phase-3 clinical trials in Argentina on Friday, 21 Aug, according to the vaccine     57    (develop) China National Biotec Group (CNBG). “CNBG will cooperate     58     Elea Phoenix Laboratory of Argentina in terms of the development of the vaccine,”     59    (announce) the Chinese corporation in a statement on Friday.

This is another step of great    60     (important) for China’s global cooperation in promoting a COVID-19 vaccine.    61    vaccine started phase-3 clinical trials in the United Arab Emirates on June 23, and in Peru and Morocco on Thursday.

CNBG will    62     (steady) make efforts in the international phase-3 clinical trials according to research plans and continue to carry forward academic exchanges between China and other countries,    63     is a common practice in vaccine developing.

“We will     64     (sure) the availability and affordability of the vaccine and try to market it in China and abroad as soon as possible,” CNBG said in the statement.

According to a senior WHO official on 7 Aug, so far six COVID-19 vaccine candidates, including three from China,    65      (enter) phase-3 trials .

五、书面表达
第一节 应用文写作 (满分15分)
假如你是李华，你将代表学校参加美国中学生来校交流活动，讨论主题为“我理想中的职业”。请你准备一份发言稿，内容包括：

1. 如何选择职业；

2. 你的职业选择。

注意：1. 词数 100 以上；

2. 发言稿的开头已给出，不计入总词数；

3. 可以适当增加细节，以使行文连贯。

Good afternoon, everyone!

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thank you for listening.
第二节 读后续写 (满分25分)

阅读下面材料，根据其内容和所给段落开头语续写两段，使之构成一篇完整的短文。续写的词数应为150左右。
Old Man Donovan was a mean man who hated children. He threw rocks at them and even shot at them with a shotgun. At least that’s what we had heard.

His small farm bordered our neighborhood where my younger sister, Leigh Ann, and I lived when we were growing up. His farm was long, narrow, and quaint. It held two treasures. One was his beautiful fruit.

There were many varieties of fruit: pears, apples,and lots more I just can’t think of. The fruit naturally drew the children to his land. It made them into thieves. But my sister and I didn’t dare to take his fruit because of the horrible rumors we had heard about Old Man Donovan.

One summer day, we were playing in a nearby field. It was time to head back home. My sister and I were feeling very daring that day. There was a short cut to our house that went through the Donovan farm. We thought he wouldn’t be able to see us run across his property around the luscious(可口味美的) fruit trees. We were almost through the farm when we heard, “Hey,girls!” in a gruff (粗哑的), low voice. We stopped dead in our tracks! There we were, face to face with Old Man Donovan. Our knees were shaking. We had visions of rocks pounding our bodies and bullets piercing our hearts.

“Come here,” he said, reaching up to one of his apple trees. Still shaking, we went over to him. He held out several ripe, juicy, red apples. “Take these home,” he commanded .We took the apples with surprised hearts and ran all the way home. Of course, Leigh Annand I ate the apples.

As time went on, we often went through Old Man Donovan’s farm, and he kept on giving us more luscious fruit. One day, we stopped by to see him when he was on his front porch (门廊). We talked to him for hours. While he was talking, we realized that we had found the other hidden treasure: the sweet, kind heart hidden behind his gruff voice. Soon, he was one of our favorite people to talk to.

Paragraph 1: 

Every summer, we would visit Mr. Donovan and talk to him. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Paragraph 2:

The next winter, word got around that Old Man Donovan had died.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6

